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ADVANCE ON RESORT: 





SOME DISCERNIBLE TRENDS 





FI's look behind the scenes, including gar- 
ments still in work, disclosed some notable 
new directions. Surest and most significant: 
NEW FUNCTIONAL FABRICS -- some light as AIR- 
MAIL! (see below). HEMLINES at status quo: 
from knee-hiding to ankle-exposing. The 
look, ROMANTIC -- the feel, COMFORTABLE. 





THE SILHOUETTES: 

Newer than the DEMURE CHEMISE, in top collec- 
tions, are 2 opposites: the SEXY CHEMISE, 
top-shaped and figure-touching, in more or 
less clingy fabrics made fluid via bias sec- 
tions, tiers and flounces, godets or x pleats 
se and the SMOCK-CHEMISE, tent-like, billow- 
ing, voluminous beyond belief, concealing all 
but the head and needing no underpinnings 
whatsoever (Adri, Geoffrey Beene, Brenner 
Couture, Gloria Sachs). The BELTED CHEMISE 
(a contradiction in terms) continues in all 
price ranges. The REAL CHEMISE, hanging in 

a straight line from neck to hem, is reser- 


ved for evening. 


THE: STYLES s 
POPOVER TOPS -- big and loose -- mushroom 
pleated, below a lace yoke (Adri) -- worn 


over pants, over wide skirts or narrow ones 
-- even a billowing evening smock-chemise is 
a popover (Beene). SKIRTS: 8-gore (Brenner, 
Jeanne Campbell/Sportwhirl) -- dirndls -- 
but most of all, front-buttoned and more or 
less whirling -- best with T-shirt-derived 
skinny tops. PANTS and PANTSUITS seem on 
the increase again -- short-shorts and 
short-Bermudas go South -- and the 2-piece 
PAJAMA, in light-ground print, is a Ford 

in the sportswear market. 


DETAILS: 

NECKLINES: shallow MANDARIN collars and 
beautifully draped set-on COWLS are newsiest. 
SLEEVES: most are LONG, many also LOOSE -- 
few sleeveless, so far. PLEATS: accordion --— 
(continued on page 4) 
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PARIS COUTURE: SOME EVALUATIONS 

Will the last-ditch revival of the chemise, 
looking demure enough, but never more 
awkward, start the pendulum swinging away 
from unconstructed clothes in limp fabrics, 
and -- the economy permitting -- toward more 
shape via fabrics with a firmer hand? The 
reappearance of taffeta (Ricci), of silk 
organdy, and velvet, even in cotton for day 
(Givenchy), just could be straws in the wind. 


THE BIG DRESS: 

It's the DEMURE CHEMISE, completely covered 
up, almost shrouded from neck to wrist to 
hem -- the latter still a case of dealer's 
choice. Adding to its demure look are 
shoulder yokes from which all blessings flow, 
if any: gathers or tucks ... lower down: 
flounces and tiers. YSL is the King of the 
Chemises, but far from their sole purveyor 
-- smock-like fullness springs from a square 
yoke (Givenchy) -- gathers from inverted 
erat seaming (Cardin) -- late day cher chemises 
have full sleeves (YSL, Givenchy) ... more 
conventional chemises (Dior, Ungaro). 


COATS, CAPES: 


Big coats -- smock coats (belted for the 
rain) -- smock toppers -- steamer coats. 
Capes -- from cocoon, to poncho, to wide ... 


coats are cape-topped, in back only, or 
all around. 


SULTS, PANTSUITS: 

With the exception of some dirndls, and a 
stray weskit jacket or two, both already in 
American Fall collections, there seemed a 
paucity of discernible suit trends. PANT- 
SUITS could be turning into a sometime thing. 








FABRICS, COLORS, PRINTS: 

Cashmere ==: camel'.=- mohair ... Crepe-de- 

chine, with silk fringe (Givenchy), bias- 

striped (Ungaro) ... chiffon, ombred, or 

solid with matching ostrich trim (Givenchy) 
(continued on page 2) 


PARIS COUTURE (continued from page 1) 


--. wool voile (YSL, Dior) ... embroidered 
suede (Givenchy) ... bouquet prints on dark 
grounds (YSL) ... misty hues, and black, 
predominate. 


ACCESSORIES: 

HATS de rigeur once more -- helmets -- berets 
-- brims, mannish more often than not. 

SCARFS shortened to mannish mufflers -- in 


printed silk -- cashmere -- patterned wool. 
JEWELRY: clips look new again (Dior) -- 

long, jeweled evening sautoirs (YSL, Ricci) 

-- massive, jeweled bracelets, brooches (YSL) 
-- diamonds, real or not, dazzle by night. 

ON FEET: instep straps -- or -- droopy boots. 


IT'S "OPEN" SEASON FOR SPRING '75 SHOES 


Wide-open uppers, to catch any stray 

breezes, set on lightweight but ample insula- 
tion from steaming pavements. "Casual," may- 
be. But often pretty enough to wear on all 
but dressiest occasions. 





WEDGES, OR "BOTTOMS UP": 


Everything, but everything, is set on a 
WEDGE -- from flats -- to thin platforms -- 
to clog-like "big bottoms" -- to towering ... 
NEWEST: the "exercise sandal," which is no 
sandal, but a fat, flat platform, adhering 
to the foot only over the instep (the most 
basic of the "bare backs" below) -- an 
evening version, in silver-buckled black 
satin, is set on a wooden clog. 


WHAT THE WEDGES ARE MADE OF: 
Cork -- wood -- rope -- moulded urethane ... 
on soles of crepe -- rubber -- composition. 


STYLING FOR UPPERS: 

Espadrilles with decorative trims, lacings, 
other details ... sandals, and, more import- 
antly, "bare backs," (née mules) -- held on 
with strips -- multi- and T-straps -- and 
the leader, puffy bands. 


FABRICS, DETAILS: 

Jute -- canvas -- denim ... woven straw -- 
leather. But detailing is the BIG STORY: 
patterned, printed, perforated ... 
embroidered, stitched, striped -- from 
two-tone to multi-color to wavy rainbow. 


WHERE ARE THE CAPES AT NORELL? 


Capes, a Norell classic, WERE shown for 
early Fall. But at Gustave Tassell's 

formal Fall Opening in August, there were 
none in sight. The collection revolved 
around COLORS: winter white -- black, brown 


-- garnet -- dark and peacock greens ... in 
solids as well as mini-fine patterns. 





SILHOUETTES: Basque -- dirndl -- accordion 
pleated -- eased, tailored slims -- Dolmans 
at night. NECKLINES: mandarin/officer's or 
wide-notched collars -- all with Norell silk 


Signature scarfs. HEMLINES just cover knees. 
MINI-PATTERNED SUITS in sheer worsteds: 

short boxy jacket with accordion pleated or 
slim skirt, the latter with belted jersey 
overblouse ... Basque, the notched collar 
rolled to the waist, the skirt shirred onto 
a waistband, with bowneck tuck-in blouse of 
crepe or chiffon, a delicious look. 


NEW COATS: 2 REEFERS -- single breasteds 
with 4 patch pockets are braid piped in 
solid colors: black, on dark-gray mini- 
checks -- garnet, on garnet Prince of Wales 
or gun club checks ... double breasteds have 
high mandarin collar, 2-inch set-on belt and 
deep inverted back pleat ... the arrival of 
NORELL WINTER WHITES, back-sectioned fit-and- 
flares, dramatically posed over garnet or 
peacock green bowneck shirtdresses brought 
instant applause. 


SOLO DRESSES: standing-collar jersey dresses 
have accordion pleated or dirndl'd skirts ... 
the Glen check is almost invisibly fine on 

a dark brown jacquard silk ... a garnet blouse 
with bowneck tucks into a matching skirt of 
accordion pleats ... a shirt-cuffed dress 
with bowneck is all pleats. 


DRESSUP LUXE: fitted DRESSY COATS in dark 
green or garnet have deep shawl collars of 
sable-dyed fur -- brown or black ones have 
both collar and cuffs of white mink ... 
below-calf COATS boast ring collar, cuffs 
and hem border of sable. EVENING DOLMANS: 
a dirndI in black chiffon -- extended shoul- 


ders on black sleeveless Dolmans -- plunging 
necklines, either fore or aft, on black or 
white 1- and 2-piece Dolmans -- a stunning 


candlelight beige, the Dolman bodice paved 
with bugle beads, the skirt, satin. 

NEWEST FISHSCALES: paisley pailletted 
unbelted slinks in many colors ... and 2 
pailletted redingotes, a gold one over gold 
pants, a silver one over black. 


LATEST UPDATE ON THE ST. TROPEZ BOUTIQUE SCENE 








If England, as Napoleon said, "is a nation 
of shopkeepers (boutiquiers)," then surely 
France, today, “is a nation of boutiques." 
The most renowned, outside of Paris, exist 
in a one-time Mediterranean fishing village 
-- St. Tropez, now the testing ground for 
avant-garde merchandise. 


OVERVIEW: Disregarding the overabundance 
of romantic apparel found in the majority 
of the boutiques, 8 newsmakers, in FI's 
opinion, are: (1) short shorts, side- 
laced (Salvet) ... lingerie-lace-trimmed 
(Christian Joss); (2) midriffs, particularly 
those with revealing keyhole necklines 
(Salvet); (3) weskits, eyelet-edged, corset 
laced up the front (Joss); (4) cotton elbow 
sleeve jacket, with lingerie-lace insert 
(La Grande Truanderie); (5) cotton lace top, 
short sleeve, or sleeveless apron, belted 
in front; (6) big shirt, belted or loose; 
(7) open cardigan in embroidered organdy, 
called "Kabajas" in the U.S., worn nd 55) hi 
i.e. over bare skin (Francy Funny Store 
reported selling more than 300 in July); 

(8) the grand shawl, in rayon lace with 
long fringe, in "silk,"“or printed crepon, 
worn as a beach cover-up over one shoulder, 
or knotted in front, sarong style. 


ACCESSORIES: straw -- in shoulder totes 
and flower trimmed oval double-handle 
shoulder baskets ... the cotton floral 
wooden frame "knitting bag"; panamas ... 
picture hats with lace edged brims and one 
silk flower; wedges: high clogs of cork 
or wood, espadrilles laced up the front, 
open toe sling backs; decorative chains 
worn in profusion, mostly with amulets -- 
colored beads, cuffs, collars, and bangles 
in all widths ... the newest in finely 
twisted colored "silk" (Exactement Fauve). 





FABRICS & PATTERNINGS: tie dyes, particu- 
larly the brighter shades of pink, mint and 
blue with touches of white; and ombres have 
given a fresh look to color-matched sepa- 
rates in cotton chambray and cotton knit ... 
lace allover inserts and trims ... denim 
in rose overprinted separates (Joss). 


COLORS: clear pastels, bright but not brazen 
or faded but never dirty ... the pinks -- 
cotton candy, strawberry, rose; apricot; 
gauloise, cornflower and ice blue; lemon 
yellow, mint and apple green ... string 
beige, ecru, cocoa and pearl grey; white, 
black, purple -- mauve, lilac, lavender. 


: LES BOUTIQUES 


Exactement Fauve, Passage du Port, 15 Quai 
de Suffren, opened in July. Small and 
picturesque. Owner Francine Hubert's 
superbly designed fine jewelry, plus wide 
range imported from Mexico, the Bahamas, 
Kashmir, Philippines. (Paris opening, Nov.) 


Francy Funny Store, Passage du Port, Tel: 
97-03-60. Opened July 1. Owners Armand 
Azoulay & Francois Levy feature old 
clothes nostalgia. (opening in N.Y. soon) 


Philippe Salvet, Sur le Port. Tel: 97-02-03. 
Laced-up cotton trousers and short shorts; 
T-shirts, camisoles and midriff tops 
for women, children. Martine's crochet- 
knits, Chacok's long child-like dresses. 


Christian Joss, Sur le Port. Long lace and 
camisole slip dresses, T-shirts, tops and 


short shorts, rose overprinted denim 
separates, the tops edged in eyelet. 


Bobo's, Sur le Port. Long dresses and sepa- 
rates with Cluny lace inserts. 


Avida Dollars, Residence du Port. Coordinates 
in solid and striped Oxford cloth. 


Lothar, Quai Jean Jaures. Faded tie-dyed 
broadcloth coordinates (in corduroy, for 
Pail); "strings," hats: scarfs. 


BEC One, Quai Jean Jaures. Vat dyed ombred 
separates. No long skirts. 


Choses, Quai Jean Jaures. A jumble. Best items: 
provincial print cotton halters, long 
border-print skirts. 


Boutique 102, Passage du Port. Lingerie-lace 
wrap tops. Tie-dyed straw totes. 


Mic Mac, Quai Sufferin. Good group of sepa- 
rates, big overshirt with rib front, mix- 
striped T-shirts and a brand new men's 
boutique on the second floor. 


Vachon, Quai Suffren. Current young merchan- 
dise. Baby doll beach coverups, long skirts. 


La Grande Truanderie, Rue Francois Sibilli. 
Large straw hats, romantic long dresses, 
pinafores, handkerchief hem skirts, lace 
tie-back tops, square neck, long sleeves. 

La Compagnie de la Francaise de l'Orient, Rue 
Francois Sibilli. Housewares from Red China. 











ADVANCE RESORT (continued from page 1) 


mushroom -- box. PINTUCKS trending (Picato, 
Rona) -- at the top only, for modified 
smock-fullness (Brenner), in a sunburst 
(Adri). 


FUNCTIONAL FABRICS ARE BIG NEWSMAKERS: 
"Trevira Star" -- silky, tissue-thin but 
opaque, virtually weightless, has the 
comfort and "give" of a knit, but doesn't 
look knit; comes in rich solid colors. 
"ICEBOUND" -- a linen look-alike, crisp, 
wrinklePROOF, washable; 50-50 polyester/ 
rayon, best in solid shades, already in 
wide use (Trevira). CHAMBRAY, 51 per cent 
cotton, 49 per cent viscose, resists wrink- 
ling, washes (Adri). WEIGHTLESS SILK 
CREPE-DE-CHINE, you can squash an entire 
unlined coat of it into the palm of one 
hand, then have it emerge without a visible 
wrinkle, partly because it is printed all- 
over (Beene). FEATHER-WEIGHT-WOOL GABARDINE, 
for traveling to and from resorts (Adele 
Simpson, Beene). BLUE DENIM is like bread- 
and-butter (Beene Bag) -- black denim is 
only a look, chalked with white (Adri) -- 
rugged denim-duck wears a small tie-print 
pattern (Vera Maxwell). 


PATTERNS, COLORS: 

Most prints are small, and allover, florals 
predominate. STRIPES make a splash: 
ombre-stripes on woven cotton (Adri) -- 
black/white stripes on unbleached calico, 
green/white striped pillow tucking (Beene 
Bag). COLORS: greens are the surprise- 
resort-pastels,' so far '-~ jade'-- Nile ++ 


and pistachio. 


NEW GUIDE OUT FOR CONVERSION TO METRIC SYSTEM 


--- all you've ever wanted to know ... in 
time for the "metrication of America" ... 

in METRIC SYSTEM GUIDE - VOLUME 1 -- the 
executive binder edition, with future up- 
dates. For brochure: J.J.Keller & Assoc. (a 
technical publishing house), 145 W. Wisconsin 
Ave., Neenah, Wis. 54956. tel:(414) 722-2848. 


SURE-FIRE DISPLAYS TO STIMULATE CAPE SALES 


Give your window display capes the swagger, 
dash and swirl a live model would create 

(the way they do on the Continent), in 3 

easy steps: (1) Thread cape's hem with mill- 
inery wire, then shape and wave it into a 
flurry of movement. (2) Set your mannikin 

on a turntable, if possible. (3) The wind 
of an offstage fan will do the rest. 


“SPRINGTIME IN PARIS" -- OCTOBER AND MARCH 





Americans will occupy 32 booths, one of the 
largest foreign contingents in the 26-coun- 
tries, 900-exhibitors strong Spring-Summer 
PRET-A-PORTER at the Porte de Versailles, 
Oct. 19-24. The Fall-Winter P-A-P showings 
are tentatively scheduled for March 29 to 
April 4, 1975. For information, contact: 
French Trade Shows, 1350 Avenue of the 
Americas, NYC 10019, (212) 582-4960. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLOSURE FOR RTW MARKET 





Just PRESS & PULL to open, unbreakable 
BONNIE CLASPS can cut costs and improve 
performance by replacing hooks-and-eyes, 
buttons, snaps and buckles. Made of moulded 
DuPont nylon, machine-washable and chlorine- 
resistant, Permapress and dry-cleanable, 
smallest size can take 25-30 lbs. stress, 
largest up to 250 lbs. Plain or decorated, 
white or dyed to order, from Bonnie Enter- 
prises, 475 Fifth Ave.,NYC,10016 (686-9066). 


OCTOBER: NATIONAL HOBBY MONTH AND CONTEST 





The hobby industry, hobby organizations and 
publications, public libraries, schools, etc. 
will have special events and promotions dur- 
ing October to further interest in creative 
hobbies. Also a contest for decorating panty- 
hose eggs and turning them into other uses. 
(L'eggs-Craft, P.O.Box 592, Newton,N.J.07860). 


nnn en SSS SSS 
FASHION INTERNATIONAL @ NEWS AND VIEWS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FASHION FIELD 


Publisher: 
Contributing Editors: 


Ruth Finley, FASHION CALENDAR 
Lee Slaughter, New York 


Sylvia Cox, Florence 
Martin Pegler, Display Consultant 


Six months subscription $25 


One year subscription $39 


Published monthly by FI Publications Inc., 185 East 85 Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10028 - (212) 289-0420 


